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Using the Game in Classrooms to Promote Etiquette and Social Skills 
 

Lesson Plans 

 

Recommended Grade Levels: K and up 

 

Subjects Enhanced by Play: Character Education 

 

Applicable Concepts, Skills and Strategies: Manners, Proper Social Behavior 

 

Objectives: 

To understand etiquette and manners, and use proper behavior in everyday 

life 

 

Components:  

• Classroom lessons 

• Worksheets 

 

Materials needed: 

• Blunders board game 

• Coloring supplies if desired 

• Classroom guest(s) 
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Warm up: 

Read out loud to the class the story from the beginning of the rules booklet 

of the Blunders game. After reading about the Blunders kids, ask the class 

what they think the Blunders did wrong at the Mannerlys’ house, and how the 

Blunders can be better guests and have better behavior. You may want to 

pass around the character pawns so the class can see the Blunders and 

connect with them. The Blunders are kids, just like them, and it can be 

difficult to remember how to behave sometimes. 

 

Talk about manners and what they think manners are, both good and bad.  
 

 

 

Activities: 

 

1. Show Me 

Sort through the cards in the game and choose several Acting and/or 

Scenario cards that your students could answer by acting or demonstrating. 

Read a card out loud to the class and ask for volunteers to show you the 

correct way to respond. If students are shy or slow to warm up to the 

activity, demonstrate some yourself first. 

 

 

2. Table Talk 

Print out the table setting images found at the end of these lessons, enough 

so that each student or group has one of each item. For fun, let the students 

color and draw on the plates, adding their own favorite foods. They should 

cut out each part of the table setting so it is separate. Ask students where 

each item should go on the table in front of them, and tell them to place the 

items in the correct spots. It’s okay if students discuss amongst themselves 

or work in groups. Once everyone has their items placed where they think 

they go, draw the correct placement on the chalkboard/white board. The 

main course plate is in the center, the salad/bread plate above and to the 

left, drinking glass above and to the right, napkin on the main course plate, 

forks to the left of the main course plate, knife and soup spoon to the right, 

and teaspoon above the main course plate. Use the table setting drawing at 

the back of the rules booklet of the game as visual reference.  
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As a memory trick, tell the students that they can remember where the 

utensils go because both the words “fork” and “left” have four letters, and 

the words “knife,” “spoon” and “right” have five letters! 

Talk about the different pieces and what they are used for. Many students 

may have never noticed multiple forks or spoons. Talk about how sometimes 

not all of these items will be found on the table. Ask students what they 

usually find on the table at home or other places where they eat. Ask if 

anyone helps set the table at home. 
 

 

3. Introduce Me 

For this exercise, you will want to ask a friend, parent or possibly a teacher 

from another class to help. Try to find someone friendly, and whom most or 

all of your students do not know. You may even want two or three guests. 

Stand in front of the class with the guest and introduce him or her. For 

example: “Class, this is Mr. Smith. Mr. Smith is a good friend of mine whom I 

met in college. Mr. Smith, this is my class. They are bright and wonderful 

children.” You may then want to introduce a few students individually, and 

then ask your guest to introduce himself to students individually. Ask 

students to also introduce themselves to each other as if they have never 

met before. 

After introductions are over, talk about how it feels to meet someone new. 

What are you supposed to do when meeting someone for the first time? 

What is the polite thing to do when meeting someone? Be sure to cover basic 

points, found listed at the end of the lessons. How many things did the 

students do automatically? Is it difficult to remember to do some things? 

Do they behave differently when meeting another child than they do when 

meeting an adult? 

At the end of these lessons, you’ll find a reference list for confident 

introductions. 

 

 

4. Charted Waters 

For one week, use a chart to record polite behavior of your students. Print 

the sheet at the end of the lessons and use a new one each day, Fill in 

students’ names along the left hand side and put check marks in the boxes 

when they are seen doing the polite behavior. You may want to draw your own 

chart with specific behaviors related to your class, or draw it on a 
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chalkboard or white board for more visibility. At the end of the week, you 

can tally up the check marks and see who is the most mannerly student! You 

may want to make a badge or give them a sticker, or perhaps even offer a 

small prize for the winner(s). Encourage the good manners to continue even 

if they are not doing a checklist, and perhaps suggest they make their own 

checklist to use at home, too! 
 

 

At-Home Activity: 

Let students borrow the board game to take home and play with their 

family. Ask them afterward if their family enjoyed the game. Ask them if 

they learned anything new.  

Play the board game in class as well! 
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Worksheets to accompany activity #2. 
 

 
Main Course Plate
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Worksheets to accompany activity #2, cont. 

 

 
Salad/Bread Plate 

 

 

                        
Drinking Glass 
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Worksheets to accompany activity #2, cont. 

 

 
Napkin 
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Worksheets to accompany activity #2, cont. 

 

 

 

 

                                          
 

Main Course Fork          Salad/Dessert Fork              Knife                            Soup Spoon                      Teaspoon
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List for reference on activity #3. 

 

Confident and polite introductions should follow these steps: 

 

1. Stand up straight, no fidgeting. Look the person in the eye and smile. 

2. Extend your right arm out to shake hands firmly with the person. 

3. Confidently say your name and that it is nice to meet the other person. Say 

their name to help you remember it. Example: “Hello, Mary, it’s very nice to 

meet you. My name is Jennifer.” 

4. Make polite small talk, focusing on asking questions. Example: “How have you 

been enjoying this weather?” 

5. Use the name again when the meeting is ending and tell them how nice it was 

to meet them. Example: “It was very nice to meet you, Mary.” 
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Chart for activity #4. 

 

 

DAY: _________________________________ 
 

 Said 

“please,” 

“thank you,” 

“excuse 

me” and 

“I’m sorry” 

as needed 

Cleaned up 

after 

yourself 

and put 

away toys, 

books, etc. 

Was polite 

and 

respectful 

of other 

students 

and 

teachers 

Quietly 

waited your 

turn before 

talking in 

class 

Chewed 

with your 

mouth 

closed and 

used your 

napkin 

during 

snack time 

BONUS: 

Held the 

door open 

for 

someone 

BONUS: 

Shook 

hands 

firmly when 

being 

introduced 

to someone 

 

 

       

 

 

       

 

 

       

 

 

       

 

 

       

 

 

       

 

 

       

 

 

       

 

 

       

 

 

       

 

 

       

 

 

       

 

 

       

 

 

       

 

 

       

 

 

       

 

 

       

 


